RESOLUTION
STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON JUVENILE JUSTICE
January, 2009

The State Advisory Council on Juvenile Justice is a statutorily created body comprised of 31
members appointed by the Governor from all judicial districts within the State of Wyoming. It is the
responsibility of this council to advise the Governor and to develop recommendations on needed juvenile
justice issues. The Council must reconcile Wyoming's current Juvenile Justice processes into coherent and
reasonable recommendations consistent with best practices. It strives to promote collective decision-
making that creates unified agreement of intentions and expectations, genuine compromises and, when
that is not possible, clear agreements to disagree. In early December of 2008, the Council held a meeting in
Casper and, as a part of that meeting, toured the Casper Regional Juvenile Detention Center. This facility is
owned by Natrona County and was operated as an adult jail until Matrona County built a new adult jail.
Thereafter, it commenced to be used as a Regional Juvenile Detention Center which is currently operated
by Cornerstone.

The Council called a special meeting on January 6, 2009 to consider a letter received from Pat
Arthur of the National Center on Youth Law. In her letter, Ms. Arthur states, “| believe the conditions
remain extremely harmful and potentially life threatening to youth” and “it needs to be closed — as soon as
possible.” Her letter echoes concerns expressed by the ACLU as well as recommendations contained in a
2007 Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) sponsored report. As a result of this
letter and a previous OlIDP evaluation the Council determined the concerns regarding ongoing use of the
Casper Juvenile Detention Facility are very real and urgent. The Council also determined that there are
additional stakeholders who need access to this information and an opportunity to voice their ideas and
concerns; and that additional information would help the Council negotiate a definitive course of action
regarding the Casper facility.

Therefore, the Council resolves to:

1. Seek information from state, county and local officials regarding the facility in order to:

a. identify the continuum of services that currently exist in Natrona County and how the
Cornerstone Facility operates within that continuum,;
understand the reasons for detaining the juveniles currently residing in the facility; and
assess how many current residents require secure detention to protect the community
and determine whether some could be rehabilitated in a less restrictive setting.

2. Request detailed information from the Cornerstone Juvenile Detention officials regarding the
concerns raised by Patricia Arthur and the previous evaluation conducted in 2007;

3. Share information with all officials who are involved with decisions regarding the licensing and
use of this facility;

4. Work cooperatively to develop recommendations and encourage all parties to utilize the
Council as a forum to develop unified agreement on the future of this detention facility and
juvenile detention in general; and

5. Utilize the Council’s Detention Review committee to monitor the situation and provide
assistance when needed.

The Council believes it is important not to rush to decisions that could be counterproductive to an
effective statewide continuum of care. However, the Wyoming State Advisory Council on Juvenile Justice
believes the State of Wyoming must develop a clearly defined continuum of services from prevention
through aftercare to serve all youth in the juvenile and adult justice systems. The current crisis with the
Casper Juvenile Detention Facility requires a statewide response, not only to the use of this Facility, but to
the pervasive overuse of juvenile detention throughout the State.






