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Plan for Compliance with the Disproportionate Minority Contact Core
Requirement

Pursuant to section 223(a)(22) of the JJDP Act of 2002, states and territories must
address specific delinquency prevention and system improvement efforts designed to
reduce, without establishing or requiring numerical standards or quotas, the
disproportionate number of juvenile numbers of minority groups who come into contact
with the juvenile justice system. Disproportionate minority contact (DMC) exists if the
rate of contact with the juvenile justice system of a specific minority group is
significantly different than the rate of contact for non-Hispanic whites or for other
minority groups. The method that OJIDP has selected to use to determine the extent of
DMC is the Relative Rate Index (RRI). This method involves comparing the relative rate
of activity for each major stage of the juvenile justice system for minority and white
youth. This method provides a single index number that indicates the extent to which the
rate of a particular contact or activity differs for minority and white youth. By using rates
of activity to reflect the relative volume of activity, this process provides a means to take
into account the relative size of the minority and white populations and the relative
amount of activity in each stage of the juvenile justice system. It should be noted that this
method does not calculate the odds of particular types of contact, since one is not tracking
individual youth across time but rather comparing relative rates of activity within a
specific time period. That relative rate may be created by the rapid turnover of a few
youth or may be the result of a lower level of involvement of a large number of youth.

The purpose of this core requirement is to ensure equal and fair treatment for
every youth (regardless of membership in a minority or majority population group)
involved in the juvenile justice system. A state achieves compliance with this core
requirement when it meets the following requirements by addressing DMC on an ongoing
basis through identification (identify the extent to which DMC exists), assessment
(examine and determine the factors that contribute to DMC, if it exists), intervention
(develop and implement strategies to reduce DMC), evaluation (evaluate the efficacy of
intervention strategies), and monitoring (track changes in DMC trends over time).
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