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- SACJJ

The vision of the SACJJ is a Wyoming where children and families will
receive education, care and support to become responsible, successful
citizens.
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MISSION

The SACJJ is to provide vision, training, and support for
a model juvenile justice system in Wyoming.

Wyoming State
Adyvisory Council on
Juvenile Justice
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January 2009

Dear Governor Freudenthal, Members of the Wyoming State Legislature, and
Wyoming residents:

On behalf of the Wyoming State Advisory Council on Juvenile Justice, | am
pleased to present to you the 2008 Annual Report.

During 2008, the Council awarded approximately $817,978.00 to 16 Wyoming
counties from $1,138,504.00 in funding requests. This money is used to fund a
variety of programs, many of which were for juvenile diversion programs. The
Council worked closely with the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention (OJJDP) to reshape our goals and objectives. Wyoming is the only
state that does not comply with the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
(JJDP) Act of 1974 which is now the JJDP Act of 2002. As a non-complying
State, Wyoming does not receive the OJJDP funds directly and in the past, the
Wyoming County Commissioners Association has been the grant recipient that
disburses funds. This year, Volunteers of America became the grant recipient for
fund disbursement.

Since Wyoming joined the new Interstate Compact for Juveniles in 2008, the
State Advisory Council agreed to act as the “State Council”. That requires
additional members of a legislator, Senator Tony Ross, a representative from
Victims Services of the Attorney General's Office, Sean Brazzle and a judicial
representative, Judge Bruce Waters.

The Council believes in promoting proven evidence-based best practice
programs, in holding those receiving funding accountable, and in improving our
data collection so that we may clearly measure progression.

While we celebrate the accomplishments of the past, we recognize there remains
much to be done to ensure the health and well being of youth and families of our
state, we look forward to the future as we work to help build a truly outstanding
Juvenile Justice System in Wyoming.

Singerely,

zrza /J,(_ff MO

Donna Sheen, Chair
Wyoming State Advisory Council on Juvenile Justice
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WYOMING STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON JUVENILE JUSTICE

2008 MEMBERS

Donna Sheen Chairperson Cheyenne District 1
Bruce Waters Vice-Chair Cody District 5
Matthew P. Keating | Secretary Casper District 7
Lori Hutchinson Treasurer Cheyenne District 1
Stephen Aaron Evanston District 3
Sharon Bates Torrington District 8
Charlene Edwards Gillette District 6
Deejanae Kelly Casper District 7
Melinda Dennington Sheridan District 4
April Dittman Rock Springs District 3
. Gary Gilmore Worland District 5
Gary P. Hartman Cheyenne District 1
Ronn Jeffery Cheyenne District 1
Les Pozgi Cheyenne District 1
Steve Kozisek Buffalo District 4
James Pond Laramie District 2
Marc Homer Laramie District 2
Brandon Snyder Rawlins District 2
Rene Kemper Douglas District 8
Wade Sanford Worland District 5
Kristina Smith Jackson District 9
Dustin Von Krosigk Cheyenne District 1
Catherine Wilking Casper District 7
Lynn Davies Basin District 1
Lori Fertig Cheyenne District 1
Dr. Rick Patterson Torrington District 8
Cindy DeLancey Rawlins District 2
Adriene Freng Laramie District 2
Anne LaPlante Casper District 7
Sen. Tony Ross ICJ member Cheyenne District 1
Debra Dugan-Doty | ICJ member Cheyenne District 1
Sean Brazzale ICJ member Cheyenne District 1
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SACJJ RESPONSIBILITIES

The State Advisory Group (SAG) or State Advisory Council on Juvenile Justice
(SACJJ), which is Wyoming's version, consists of no less than 15 members and
no more than 33 members appointed by the Govermor. The members have
training, experience and special knowledge concerning the prevention and
treatment of juvenile delinguency and administration of juvenile justice. The
Council includes representation from juvenile justice agencies, public agencies,
private nonprofit organizations, citizens and locally elected officials.

The SACJJ is authorized under State Statute 14-10-101 to receive and allocate
federal funds under the JIDP Act. Funds associated with the JIDP Act include
the Juvenile Accountability Block Grant (JABG) and Title V (which is not utilized).
In addition, Council is responsible for establishing a coordinated enforcement
plan for reducing juvenile crime.

The Council's roles and responsibilities include, but are not limited to:

» Advocating for full compliance with the JIDP Act and its core requirements
for the funding of juvenile justice and delinquency prevention programs;

» Establishing priorities for allocating funds of the JABG to programs that
comply with the JJDP Act ;

> Advising the Governor and the Wyoming Legislature on matters related to
the improvement of the juvenile justice system and its services to youth
and families; and

» Providing leadership to the state of its local communities in developing

and maintaining a coordinated, best practice approach to juvenile justice
prevention, intervention, and public safety.
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2008 HIGHLIGHTS

¢ Awarded $817,978.00 to 16 Wyoming counties

* |Increase of 8§ adult jails that do not hold juveniles (total of 14 counties)
» 12 facilities reduced the number of juveniles securely detained

* 7 counties reduced JJDP jail violations

e 74% reductions in status offender violations

* 67% decrease in jail removals

+ 73% decrease in total jail violations
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2008 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

During 2008 the Council met four times:

March 27 & 28 — Casper:

Heard presentation on Senate File 66, Community Juvenile
Service Boards. $2,000,000 available for Wyoming
communities to develop a continuum of care from diversion fo
secure detention. The SACJJ will have a major role in the
implementation.

Presentation from Dr. Steve Brown and Bill Sexton from
Wyoming Behavioral Institute that 70% of the children in the
juvenile justice system have mental health issues and 20% of
that number have severe mental issues.

Presentation from Bob Quick of Department of Family Services
on the Washington Assessment tool that is research based.
The object is to identify the high risk children who then can be
provided the necessary services.

A compliance jail monitoring report was given by Dr. Beth
Evans. Sixteen counties now qualified under the “rural
exception” for the JUDP compliance.

August 13 & 14- Laramie

Discussion about the Annual Report to the Governor and the
Legislature. Sub-committee appointed.

DFS Director Tony Lewis made a presentation:

a. Implementation of Community Juvenile Service
Boards
b. Safely reduce number of children in placement

c. Close working relationship between SACJJ and DFS
Presentation by Eyde Trautwein of Department of Health:

a. Programs that work with at-risk youth
b. Collaboration with Medicaid Services
. Services to families prior to out of home placements

d. SAGE Initiatives activities
Presentation of non-compliance grantee of $800,000 available
to distribute to Wyoming communities.
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e Presentation by Dr. Beth Evans:

a. Wyoming's report on compliance monitoring
submitted timely
b. Fourteen adult facilities chose not to hold juveniles
C. Nine facilities reduced number of juveniles securely
detained
d. Seven counties reduced number of violations
between 2006 and 2007
e. Status offender violations in lock-up decreased 74%
f. Jail removal violations decreased 67%
g. Total violations decreased 73% between 2006 and
2007
h. Total violations for State of Wyoming 294
1. Campbell County- 297 violations
= Park County- 27 violations
3. Lincoln County- 16 violations
4, Albany County- 2 violations

e SACJJ agreed to act as the “State Council” for the newly
adopted Interstate Compact for Juveniles. Wyoming statute
requires a Legislator, a representative from the Attorney
General's Office of Victim Services and a Judge appointed by
the Board of Judicial Policy and Administration.

October 9 - 10

¢ Juveniles in Adult Court in Wyoming
Adrienne Freng, Associate Professor University of Wyoming
« WYSAC report
* Wyoming's Current Regional Detention Crisis
Tony Lewis, Director Department of Family Services

¢ Update on Annual Report

Judge Hartman
* Report on WCCA-OJJDP Grant- Data Analysis

DeAnn Roll
+ JABG Grant Discussion

Lindee Wiltjer
« DMC Committee Update

Chuck Kratz
¢« Community Juvenile Service Boards

Chris Smith, Department of Family Services

¢ Update on Rules

+ Non-Compliance Grantee-RFP report

Craig Fisgus, VOA

Debby Lynch, VOA
+ Discussion regarding youth members
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December 4 & 5- Casper
¢ Reviewed the draft of the Annual Report
¢ Formed sub-committees
« Heard presentations from:
- Youth Challenge Program
- Pat Arthur of the National Center for Youth Law
- Community Juvenile Service Boards
* Tour of Regional Juvenile Detention Center in Casper
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